JOHN SMITH

watch and purses mentioned in the indictment, a mask,
some powder and shot, and some money ; and that the
prisoner then said he would have made his escape but
that the mare was a jade.

The jury found him guilty, and he received sentence
of death.    He was executed at Tyburn, on the 2cth of
, December, 1704.

JOHN SMITH

Convicted cf Robbery^ reprieved "xhile actually hanging upon
the Scaffdd^ 242/2 of December , 1705, and afterwards
had two other Escapes from Death
nrVHOUGH the crimes committed by this man were not
A marked with particular atrocity, nor his life sufficiently
remarkable for a place in these volumes, yet the circumstances
attending his fate at the place of execution are perhaps
more singular than any we may have to record,
He was the son of a farmer at Malton, about fifteen
miles from the city of York, who bound him apprentice
to a packer in London, with whom he served out his time,
and afterwards worked as a journeyman. He then went
to sea in a merchantman, after which he entered on board a
man-of-war, and was at the famous expedition against Vigo ;
but on the return from that expedition he was discharged.
He had not been long disengaged from the naval service
when he enlisted as a soldier in the regiment of guards com-
manded by Lord Cutts ; but in this station he soon made
bad connections, and engaged with some of his dissolute
companions as a housebreaker.
On the 5th of December, 1 705, he was arraigned on four
different indictments, on two of which he was convicted,
and received sentence of death. While he lay under sentence
he seemed very little affected with his situation, absolutely
depending on a reprieve, through the interest of his friends.
However, an order came for his execution on the 24th
day of the same month, in consequence of which he was
carried to Tyburn, where he performed his devotions, and
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